Premier Academy News

1"#$

Thanks to the amazing

support of our parents, staff, This Premier Academy

and teachers, we're able to
buy over $700 in books to
start a new library!

Page 2 Page 3

educating our children for month in their preparation
over 30 years.

The Pre-K students took

teacher has been lovingly another important step last formed here!
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for kindergarten.
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Best friends for life are
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Make a note of exciting
Premier Academy Events!
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Pre-K Report
Card

In the most recently published
Governor's Office of Student
Achievement Report Cards (2008),
Premier Academy Inc. Child Care
Centers earned high marks. Of special
note, all our lead teachers are certified,
degreed, and meet all other program
requirements; and our classrooms are
all arranged into clearly defined
learning areas that enhance children's
growth and development. In 91% of all
the categories, Premier earned Met and
Exceeded ratings.

INTERPRETING THE RESULTS

These scores mean is that the children
who attend the Premier Academy Pre-K
programs go off to Kindergarten able to
communicate their thoughts and needs
in words; and are curious and
enthusiastic in their approach to new
activities. We've heard that they are
generally not disruptive, sensitive to
other children’s feelings, and able to
take turns and share. Of course, most of
our students can count to 100; and
know their letters of the alphabet,
shapes and colors. The deep literacy
focus ensure that many of the children
can recognize sight words (like a, and,
away, big, etc); and a rising number can
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read level 1 books. One parent was
delighted to find recently that her son
expressed a great competency to early
math functions (addition, subtraction).
Premier Academy fosters a strong 'l
can do it' mentality in our children tha t
prepares them for success in
Kindergarten and beyond.

GOING BEYOND THE MINIMUM:
EXCEEDING

Premier Academy offers to their Pre-K
children much more than the
categories in these report cards. With
regular field trips, they expand the
classroom experiences into the wider
community. They also partner with
community organizations, groups and
agencies to also bring a variety of

experiences ir-house.

The Class of 2009 went to several plays,
symphony performances, and museum
trips. A neighborhood dentist also
provided a hands-on and dynamic
presentation about good oral care.
Representatives from two foreign
consulates came to the classrooms to
give the children a glimpse of life
beyond the U.S. borders.

There is also a partnership with a
literacy research group that allows the
children to push the benchmark for the
centers’ minimum standards well
beyond the norm when it comes to
reading and comprehension.

All of this, bundled with highly

educated, experienced and creative
teachers produces a learning experience
that far exceeds the expected guidelines
of the Georgia Pre-K Program.

Check out the summary score cards
online at
http://reportcard2008.gaosa.org . Searct
for Premier Academy (Angier) and
Minnie Howell Child Development
Center.
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Angier Ave Book Fair

Premier Academy, Inc Parent
Coalition in collaboration with
Scholastic Bok Fairs conducte
a Book Fair from April 27 -
May 1, 2009, at the Angier
Avenue Center.

What an exciting week of
parent & children filled
reading!

THANK YOU

First, we would like to thank
all our families that bought
books for the children in the
lives. We know that when we
read out loud to kids and
read with them it sets a
foundation for a lifelong love
of reading.

We also want to thank those
families that also bought
books from the Wish Lists
that the teachers made.

WOW - your generosity is
much appreciated and your
gift will keep on giving.

Next, we want to thank our
volunteers: Ms. Karlene, the
Book Fair Chairperson; the
Book Fair Order Takers, Ms.
Dawn, Ms. Fachelle and Ms.
Gore; the Book Fair Event
Night Story Tellers, Ms.
Fachelle, Mr. lan, and Ms.
Jackson; for the Book Fair
Cozy Reading Pillows, Ms.
Jeannine; and for providing
Book Fair Event Night

Refreshments, Ms. Daneitra,
Ms. Joan, Ms. Dawn, Ms.
Nikki, Ms. Jackie and Ms.
Julia. We simply could not
make it all work without
your generous donations of
time, gifts, and enthusiasm.

Speaking of enthusiasm, we
are also bestowing on Ms.
Tiffany the honor of hardest
working Book Fair non-
volunteer. She assisted in
pre-work, order taking,
accounting, directing the
flow of customers, and even

ordered books for her kids
and classes.

It was a collective effort by so
many folks ~ Thank you all!

THE RESULTS ARE IN:
Cha-Ching!

In the end, our Book Fair
Sales totaled just about
$1260. Scholastic shares 65%
of the Book Fair (pretax)

sales with us, and so we
earned $818 worth of books
for the school. We're starting
a library!

Also through your
generosity, we were able to
buy about $28 worth of
books which will be donated
to the Atlanta Children’s
Shelter later this month.
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TEACHER FEATURE:

Visiting Kindergarten
Ms. EUGENIA HUBBARD
The PreKindergarten classes from Angier
Ave visited John Hope Elementary School

in April 2009.

This field trip is part of the Premier

Ms. Eugenia Hubbard has been a part of thécademy transition plan for our Pre-K

Premier Academy family for 30 years.
Describing herself as a God-serving, family
oriented woman, Ms. Hubbard decided to
become a teacher when her sister (and hero,
Gail) became a teacher. After a few years and
throughout many changes in the field of
education, Ms. Hubbard realized that
becoming a teacher was God’s plan for her
life; it was predestined.

What do you want parents to know

bout lass? The children had opportunities to learn,
about your class?

eat, and play with Kindergartners at John

| want parents to know that all of their Hope.

children’s needs are being met while in our
class. Ms. Brigitte and | are teachers who are
interested in the nurturing, loving and
development of the whole child.

What keeps you motivated to work at
Premier Academy for so long?
i This is an important step in providing

My motivation is not in the place thatwork, o .
but in the work that | am doing: caring for transition support to prepare our children

God's children. God has placed me here arf@" the kindergarten environment and a
He decides when | leave. successful school experience.

Angier Ave: Infant B

they were so excited?

Describe a teaching unit that the

students got really excited about. Why do you think

The unit about dinosaurs is really exciting for tti@ldren. We have done some new
and interesting things with this unit. One day ogroup went to each area in our
school to entertain the other children and teactviits

songs and dramatization of dinosaurs. We have pakewontologists digging for fossils
and dinosaur bones. | think that we are excitediabimosaurs because they are not
things that we can see or touch in real life anthhee they look so big and fierce.

When you aren’t teaching at Premier, what do you do for recreation and
relaxation?

| enjoy sewing, cooking, singing, family and frisrghtherings, and social activities at
my church.

N E W S

When our babies turn six months old,
they graduate to the Infant B Class. For
the next six months of their life, they
spend their days with Ms. Stacy and Ms.
Sherrol.

The Infant B classroom has a maximum of
eight (8) children and provides a safe,
happy environment with lots room to
explore. The classroom is arranged into
‘stations’: a cozy area, music station,
‘library’, and a play area with many
educational and fun learning toys.

EARLY SOCIAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT

The teachers, Ms. Stacy and Ms. Sherrol,
use ‘bonding groups’ to quickly establish
a strong relationship with the children
and foster meaningful connections among
the children (best friends for life are
formed here). Each group does activities
together such as, painting with a brush,
stacking blocks, and putting puzzles
together. The children regularly rotate
between the groups. Great relationship
and social skills are developed on a daily
basis in this classroom.

FOSTERING INDEPENDENCE

The teachers also assist the children in
becoming more independent with

holding their own bottle or cup as well as
feeding themselves. It is in this classroom
that our children take their first steps and
begin to routinely experience outdoor
play. During outdoor play the children
enjoy riding toys, bubbles and swings.

FUN, HUGS, LOVE & LEARNING

The teachers in Infant B classroom want
their parents to know that the room is full
of affection and generous attention is
freely given all the children. The teachers
said “We offer the best hugs in town for
free.”

Infant B class has room for our children to
explore and have lots of fun while
learning important developmental skills.
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Mark Your Calendars
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« May 8 - Mother’s Day Recognition

« May 11-15 - Parent-Teacher
Conferences

« May 18-22 - Pre-K Ends of Year
Activities

« May 25 -CENTER CLOSED
MEMORIAL DAY

o May 26 - Summer Camp Begins

« May 28 - Board of Directors’ Meeting
4:30 P.M.
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« June 12 - Father’'s Day Recognition
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» July 6 -CENTER CLOSED-
INDEPENDENCE DAY
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o August 6 -CENTER CLOSED
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY

» August 10 - Pre-K Begins

e August 18 - Pre-K Parent Orientation
Meeting 6:00 PM

» August 27 - Board of Directors
Meeting 4:30 PM
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| Can See Clearly Now

Better Vision Tied to Time Spent
Outdoors

Researchers have found that children
who spend time outdoors are less likely
to be near-sighted. Looking at things at a
distance and viewing objects in sunlight
may be the reason.

As the weather warms up, encourage
your child to play in your backyard, or
take your child to the park. There are
many health benefits tied to less time in
front of a television screen and more time
outside. Improving your child's eyesight
is just one of them.

(Story: Medem; Study: Optometry and
Vision Science,
http://www.medem.com)

N E W S

My Mom Came To

Visit

Hi. My name isKahjour Bivins and I'm
a gorgeous baby in Ms. Pennie and Ms.

Sheree’s Infant A class at the Angier Ave
location of Premier Academy.

Last month, my mom, Ms. Nikki Bivins and
brother, Kamah came to visit. | was so
excited! They read and played with me and
my friends. Here are some pictures from their
visit ~ They made my day! 1y
e\

Parting Shots

In our April 2009 issue of Premier News we inadvert ently left out Ms. Eugenia

Premie
Child Development

cademy, Inc.

Hubbard “Giving to Our Community for Over One — Two — Thre e Decades” Cente IS:
article. Ms. Hubbard currently teaches the Pre-Schal |l class at the Angier
Avenue Center and has been with Premier Academy for 30 years! We regret 0

the error.

Pre-K Parents - remember tosign up for the summer . Premier Academy will

444 Angier Avenue N.E., Atlanta, GA 30308

Phone 404-875-9668. Emailggore @premier-

offer FREE tuition, meals to currently enrolled pre -Kindergarten students this academy.org
summer. The program will provide quality transition al early childhood
experiences for children who will enter Elementary School this fall. See your $

teacher or Ms. Gore for details.

Have a great summer! Premier Academy News is taking a break in June and
July. We'll be back in the Fall and looking forward to your contributions!

399 Macedonia Road, Atlanta, GA 30354

Consider getting your thoughts down about your chil d’s class, teachers, or
other experiences you wish to share. Let us hear fom you: e-mail or call
Karlene Joseph (nzjoseph@yahoo.com 404-748-1081).

It's time to change your child’s cubby clothes again. Refresh and bring in

Tel: 404-366-3700. Emailtarnold@premier-
academy.org

We're on the Web! See us athttp://premier-

clothes that your child will be comfortable in as t he days warm up.

“Teacher appreciation makes the world of education go around.” (Helen
Peters). Premier Academy thanks all the families who demonstrated their love
and support for the teachers and staff during Teacher Appreciation Week

(May 4 — 8, 2009).

academy.org/




